
 

 

Briefing Paper 

  

To: CHIA NSW CEOs 

Re: NSW State Budget 2022  

From: Policy and Communications Team 

Date: 21 June 2022 

 

Overview 
 

The NSW Government has announced a $2.8 billion housing package in the 2022-23 State Budget which 

is informed by the strategic priorities outlined in Housing 2041 and the Regional Housing Taskforce 

Recommendations Report.  

The measures include: 

• $780.4 million for a two-year shared equity trial for up to 6,000 eligible single parents, older 

singles and first home buyers who are nurses, teachers or police 

• $728.6 million to introduce the option for first home buyers of homes up to $1.5 million to pay 

an annual property tax instead of stamp duty 

• $300.0 million for a third round of the Accelerated Infrastructure Fund, including $120.0 million 

for regional areas 

• $300.0 million for maintenance and upgrades for more than 15,800 social housing properties 

• $174.0 million for 271 new homes for key workers in regional and remote NSW 

• $149.8 million for 200 new and 260 upgraded homes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people  

• $89.0 million to reduce planning assessment timeframes  

• $73.5 million to undertake strategic planning and rezoning in State-led precincts  

• $67.2 million to continue and expand the Strong Family, Strong Communities program, to 

provide wraparound services and support to at-risk Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people families and the Aboriginal Community Housing sector 

• $37.0 million to support the Community Housing Sector deliver 120 social housing dwellings 

for households in the Together Home program 

• $33.8 million for the Regional Housing Development Program to overcome data gaps and 

coordination and planning barriers 

• $32.0 million to deliver planning and infrastructure upgrades to First Nations communities 

through the Roads to Home program, supporting access to essential services. 
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Current position 
 

As outlined in CHIA NSW’s enclosed media release, the NSW State Budget provides little relief for rental 

households, most notably the 50,000+ households on the social housing waiting list.  

The NSW budget will only deliver 320 new social housing properties for people in greatest need, noting 

that 200 properties will be allocated to First Nations households and 120 properties will be allocated for 

people exiting from the Together Home Program.  

Disappointingly, this continues the NSW Government’s minimal investment in social housing over the 

last three State Budgets, with the NSW Government committing to 580 new homes over two years in 

the 2020-21 Budget and 100 homes in the 2021-22 Budget (note: this excludes the 290 homes 

announced under the Economic Recovery Strategy in October 2021).  

Therefore, over the last three Budget cycles, the NSW Government has only committed to build 1,170 

new social housing properties.  

The most significant announcement in the State Budget is the $300 million allocated to the NSW Land 

and Housing Corporation to upgrade 15,800 LAHC-owned properties over three years. This will be 

shared across properties managed by the Department of Communities and Justice, CHPs, and ACHPs on 

the basis of priority need.  

Next steps  
 

The NSW Opposition will deliver their State Budget reply on Thursday 23 June. CHIA NSW will maintain a 

watching brief on the Opposition’s policy announcements relating to housing and homelessness and will 

provide a verbal update at the CEOs Forum on Friday 24 June. 

Should the NSW Opposition make significant housing and homelessness policy announcements in their 

Budget reply, CHIA NSW will provide an additional briefing paper for members in the week commencing 

Monday 27 June.  

Contacts 

 

Caitlin McDowell, Head of Policy (CaitlinM@communityhousing.org.au)  

Michael Carnuccio, Senior Policy Officer (MichaelC@communityhousing.org.au)  

Heather Dear, Senior Policy Officer (HeatherD@communityhousing.org.au)  

 

 

mailto:CaitlinM@communityhousing.org.au
mailto:MichaelC@communityhousing.org.au
mailto:HeatherD@communityhousing.org.au
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Appendix 1: 2022-23 Housing and Homelessness Budget Measures 

 

Land and Housing Corporation budget measures 

Budget measure Funding Comment/implications 

Social housing repairs and 

maintenance capital upgrades: 

• Repairs and maintenance 

upgrades to more than 15,800 

social housing properties.  

$300 million over 3 

years, including 

$100m in 2022-23 

CHIA NSW welcomes the significant 

investment for social housing repairs 

and maintenance, noting this will 

facilitate upgrades across more than 10 

per cent of the social housing portfolio 

(excluding CHP owned properties).  

This outcome is aligned with CHIA 

NSW’s pre-Budget submission, which 

advocated for $250 million to address 

the social housing repairs and 

maintenance backlog and to ensure 

that all homes achieve a well-

maintained standard or above by 2025.  

Based on verbal advice received from 

the A/Deputy CEO, NSW Land and 

Housing Corporation (LAHC), CHIA NSW 

understands that funding will be made 

available for LAHC-owned properties 

properties managed by the Department 

of Communities and Justice (DCJ), 

community housing, and Aboriginal 

housing.  

Funding will be determined in order of 

need using Property Assessment Survey 

(PAS) data and other sources.  

It is understood that the procurement 

approach for this program will vary 

significantly to the COVID-19 stimulus 

Capital Works Program, which required 

funds to be expended within four 

months. However, the majority of 

funding will be allocated during the first 

two years of the program.   
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Land and Housing Corporation budget measures 

Budget measure Funding Comment/implications 

CHIA NSW Action: CHIA NSW to engage 

with LAHC on program design, 

procurement, and implementation.  

 

Department of Communities and Justice budget measures 

Budget measure Funding Comment/implications 

Together Home extension: 

• 120 new social housing 

properties for people exiting 

from the Together Home 

Program (THP) requiring longer-

term housing and support 

 

• Extension of existing THP 

packages for people already in 

the program who require 

support for longer. 

 

$55.4 million over 

2 years, including: 

• $37 million for 

new homes 

• $18.4 million for 

existing housing 

and support 

packages 

Social housing 

CHIA NSW welcomes the additional 

funding for 120 new social housing 

properties, noting this is lower than the 

200 Together Home Program (THP) 

social housing properties sought in 

CHIA NSW’s pre-Budget submission.  

It is understood that the previous 

tender to allocate THP properties was 

oversubscribed (total of around $70 

million). The $37 million will be 

allocated to properties which were not 

funded in the previous round. 

Subsequently, there will be no new 

tender process.  

The 120 homes will be funded as a 50% 

co-contribution model with CHPs, 

consistent with the previous round of 

THP social housing properties. 

THP packages 

There are no new THP packages in the 

Budget. The funding is to extend leases 

and support for people already in the 

program who require longer-term 

support. 
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Department of Communities and Justice budget measures 

Budget measure Funding Comment/implications 

Economic Recovery Strategy – 

Community Housing Innovation 

Fund: 

• 290 new social and affordable 

homes delivered in partnership 

with CHPs through the 

Community Housing Innovation 

Fund (CHIF) 

$50 million over 

two years, 

including $20 

million in 2022-23. 

Funding for this budget measure was 

previously announced by the NSW 

Government in October 2021 as part of 

the COVID-19 Economic Recovery 

Strategy. 

CHIA NSW is disappointed that our pre-

Budget submission proposal to 

significantly expand the CHIF to deliver 

2,200 homes over two years was 

unsuccessful. 

CHIA NSW Action: CHIA NSW will 

continue to promote the benefits of the 

CHIF and other new supply delivery 

programs as part of our 2023 State 

Election Strategy and Platform, which 

will be released over the coming 

months. 

Extension of Rent Choice 

• Continuation of support provided 

during the pandemic for people 

experiencing or at risk of 

homelessness. 

 

Additional $8.6 

million in 2022-23 

($13.1 million over 

2 years). 

This is a continuation of existing 

funding. It includes $4 million 

announced in October. 

This was also announced in Minister 

Maclaren-Jones’ press release as a $13 
million boost to Rent Choice. 

 

 

Aboriginal Housing Office budget measures  

Budget measure Funding Comment/implications 

New social housing properties 

(Aboriginal housing) and property 

upgrades:  

• 200 new social housing 

properties for First Nations 

people 

$149.8 million, 

including $25.4 

million in 2022-23. 

Funding breakdown 

includes $29.6 

million recurrent 

expenses and 

New social housing properties 

Since 2018, the AHO has delivered 205 

new homes, exceeding its original 

target of 120 homes.   

Although the additional funding to 

deliver 200 new social housing 

properties is a positive start, it is noted 
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Aboriginal Housing Office budget measures  

Budget measure Funding Comment/implications 

• 260 upgrades delivered through 

the Aboriginal Housing Office 

(AHO) and Aboriginal community 

housing providers (ACHPs). 

• 4,400 climate resilience and 

energy efficiency upgrades to 

existing homes.  

$125.8 million 

capital 

expenditure. 

there are 6,092 households on the NSW 

social housing waiting list with at least 

one household member identifying as 

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 

(2019-20).  

The completion of additional properties 

presents an opportunity for ACHPs to 

participate in a future property 

management transfer program round, 

should this be initiated by the AHO.  

CHIA NSW Action: CHIA NSW to seek 

clarification from AHO regarding future 

management transfer arrangements for 

new social housing properties.  

Property upgrades 

In 2021-22, the AHO delivered 3,751 

property upgrades as part of planned 

maintenance projects and COVID-19 

stimulus maintenance projects. 

A total of 375 property upgrades are 

forecast for completion in 2022-23. This 

is significantly lower in 2021-22 due to 

the completion of the AHO’s stimulus 

capital upgrades programs on 30 June 

2022.  

There is limited information in the 

budget papers on the climate resilience 

and energy efficiency upgrades.  

CHIA NSW Action: CHIA NSW to seek 

clarification from AHO regarding the 

climate resilience and energy efficiency 

upgrades. 

Continuation and expansion of the 

Strong Family, Strong Communities 

program over four years to: 

$67.2 million over 

four years, 

including $20.3 

million in 2022-23. 

 

Strong Family, Strong Communities 

Program 

The AHO’s 10-year Strong Family, 

Strong Communities program 

commenced in 2018. Funding allocated 
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Aboriginal Housing Office budget measures  

Budget measure Funding Comment/implications 

• Provide home ownership 

opportunities and tenancy 

support to First Nations families 

• Promoting the viability of the 

Aboriginal community housing 

sector through workforce 

training and resourcing for 

maintenance and operating 

activities. 

 

 

 

in the 2022-23 Budget is committed for 

an additional four years. 

Home ownership 

According to the Budget papers, the 

AHO is forecast to assist 100 First 

Nations households to purchase a 

home in 2022-23. 

This is an increase from the 67 

households receiving home purchase 

assistance from AHO from 1 March 

2018 to 31 March 2022.  

 

Workforce development 

There is limited information in the 

budget papers to provide commentary 

on this budget measure.  

 

CHIA NSW Action: CHIA NSW to seek 

clarification from AHO regarding 

workforce training and development for 

ACHPs. 
 

Sector capacity building to support 

housing and land rights for First 

Nations people, including: 

• Additional support for ACHPs to 

deliver essential tenant services 

• Developing culturally responsive 

building standards for housing 

• Improving land transfer 

arrangements for First Nations 

communities.  

$11.9 million in 

2022-23 

 

($16.7 million 

recurrent expenses 

and $9.5 million in 

capital expenditure 

over four years) 

There is limited information in the 

budget papers to provide commentary 

on this budget measure.  

CHIA NSW Action: CHIA NSW to seek 

clarification from AHO regarding these 

budget measures.  
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Planning system measures   

Budget measure Funding Comment/implications 

Regional housing development 

program 

• An Urban Development Program 

(UDP) will be established for 

regional areas to secure a 

pipeline of development-ready 

land. 

• Aims to support the delivery of 

127,000 homes over 10 years. 

$33.8 million over 

4 years, including 

$8.9 million in 

2022-23 

This measure implements a key 

recommendation from the Regional 

Housing Taskforce. The UDP aims to 

unlock development land by better 

coordinating the delivery of enabling 

infrastructure, monitoring land supply 

and overcoming planning barriers. 

While not directly targeting affordable 

housing, unlocking more development 

sites could improve opportunities for 

new affordable housing development. 

Accelerated Infrastructure Fund 

• Will provide co-funding for 

priority infrastructure projects 

that will facilitate housing 

development. 

• Will target high growth areas in 

Sydney and regional NSW. 

• Aims to support the delivery of 

at least 150,000 homes. 

• In addition to expansion of the 

Accelerated Infrastructure Fund, 

additional funding has been 

announced for infrastructure 

projects in regional areas to 

support population growth and 

economic activity.  

$300 million over 4 

years, including 

$120million for 

regional areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First established in April 2020, the first 

two rounds of the Accelerated 

Infrastructure fund delivered $215 

million for infrastructure projects in 

high-growth Western Sydney projects. 

Eligible projects included roads, 

transport, water, sewerage and 

stormwater infrastructure.  

It is not anticipated that affordable 

housing projects will be eligible for 

funding. However, the fund could help 

unlock development sites for CHPs.  

Planning assessment acceleration 

• Funding to continue reforms 

aimed at reducing planning 

assessment times. 

• Aims to bring forward the 

delivery of 62,500 homes. 

$89 million over 2 

years, including 

$35.8 million in 

2022-23. 

The nature and extent of proposed 

reforms remain unclear at this stage. 

Previous programs aimed at 

accelerating development assessment 

at the state level have prioritised 

projects that deliver a public benefit, 

including as affordable housing. If such 

an approach is replicated this would 
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Planning system measures   

Budget measure Funding Comment/implications 

help accelerate the approval of 

community housing projects. 

Accelerated rezonings 

• Funding to accelerate rezonings 

in key housing precincts in 

Sydney and regional areas. 

• Aims to unlock land for more 

than 70,000 homes. 

$73.5 million over 

4 years. 

• Includes $69.8 

million to 

support state-led 

rezonings 

• $3.8 million has 

also been 

announced for a 

‘call-in’ team for 
accelerated 

council led 

rezonings. 

It is not yet clear which areas will be the 

focus for this support.  

The focus on housing precincts could 

unlock opportunities for additional 

affordable housing, given these provide 

the opportunity for the establishment 

of affordable housing contribution 

schemes. 

 

Other housing-related announcements   

Budget measure Funding Comment/implications 

Key worker housing 

• Funding for the delivery of 271 

new key worker houses in 

regional NSW. 

$174 million The Budget Papers lack detail of how 

this measure will be implemented, and 

the intended role of CHPs. 

CHIA NSW Action: CHIA NSW will seek 

clarification on this measure from 

Treasury.  

Shared home equity 

• Two-year trial of shared equity 

scheme for up to 6,000 eligible 

single parents, single people 

aged over 50 years, and first 

home buyers who are teachers, 

nurses or police.  

• Government contribution of up 

to 40% of the purchase price of a 

$780.4 million over 

2 years 

The targeting of this program requires 

further investigation, for example why 

only nurses, teachers and police are 

eligible rather than all key workers. 

Also, whether it is an affordable 

housing option for single parents and 

older singles. 

It is also unclear how this interacts with 

the announcement for 271 Key Worker 

homes to be built in regional areas in 
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Other housing-related announcements   

Budget measure Funding Comment/implications 

new dwelling; 30% for an 

existing dwelling. 

• Gross income limit of $90,000 

for singles and $120,000 for 

couples. 

• Property price limit of $950,000 

in Sydney and major regional 

areas; $600,000 in other regional 

areas. 

response to the Regional Housing 

Taskforce. 

First Home Buyer Property Tax 

Option 

• From January 2023, first home 

buyers will have the option to 

pay an annual property tax 

instead of upfront stamp duty. 

• Will be available for homes 

valued at up to $1.5 million.  

$728.6 million 

(primarily resulting 

from foregone 

revenue in the 

initial years of the 

scheme). 

The NSW Government consulted on 

proposals for transitioning to a broad-

based land tax in 2021. At this stage, 

the option will be available to first-

home buyers only.  

The NSW Government has previously 

indicated that existing stamp duty and 

land tax exemptions for charitable 

institutions will be maintained.  

CHIA NSW Action: CHIA NSW will seek 

confirmation of this. 

Flooding relief measures 

• Continuation of flood recovery 

and relief measures, including 

for temporary accommodation 

measures. 

• Funding has also been allocated 

to enable the State Emergency 

Service to better respond to, 

plan and prepare for floods and 

storm events. This includes 

funding to establish two 

additional zones in northern and 

western NSW and upgrades to 

Incident Control Centres. 

• Funding is also allocated to 

support the establishment of the 

$2billion+ over 4 

years 

 

 

 

$132.7 million over 

4 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Much of the funding included in the 

2022 Budget relates to commitments 

already made in the immediate 

aftermath of the recent Northern Rivers 

floods. 

The Budget includes an allocation of 

$1.2 million to support the 2022 NSW 

Flood Inquiry to examine and report on 

the causes of, preparedness for and 

response to floods. CHIA NSW made a 

submission to this Inquiry and made 

multiple recommendations. This 

included the need for additional 

investment in social and affordable 

housing in flood impacted areas. 
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Other housing-related announcements   

Budget measure Funding Comment/implications 

Northern Rivers Reconstruction 

Corporation. 

• $295.8 million 

over 2 years. 

CHIA NSW Action: CHIA NSW will 

continue to advocate on this issue 

ahead of the 2023 State election. 

Climate change measures 

• Allocation of funding from the 

Climate Change Fund for 

programs to reduce emissions 

and improve climate resilience. 

• Measures include the previously 

announced Energy Bill Buster 

Program that will subsidise the 

installation of solar panels or 

energy saving devices for up to 

30,000 eligible households. 

• The NSW Government has also 

confirmed its target of halving 

emissions by 2030. 

$465.7 million in 

2022-23 (as part of 

a total planned 

investment of $2.5 

billion over 10 

years) 

• $128 million in 

2022-23 

 

The NSW Climate Change Fund was 

established in 2007 to fund initiatives 

that address the impacts of climate 

change and encourage energy and 

water savings.  

Under the Energy Bill Buster Program, 

renting households have the option of 

swapping 10 years of their low-income 

household energy rebate for a suite of 

energy saving appliance upgrades. 

Eligible tenants in a suitable LAHC 

property will also have the option of 

swapping their rebates for a fully 

installed solar system.  

The details of the other measures to be 

funded under the Climate Change Fund 

remains to be confirmed. 

CHIA NSW Action: CHIA NSW will seek 

clarity on the eligibility of tenants of 

CHP managed properties for energy 

savings initiatives. 

 

 


