
 

2022-23 NSW State Budget Media Briefing 

 

Headline information 

 

Based on announcements in the 2022-23 State Budget, there will be 320 new social housing 

properties built in NSW. 200 of these homes are for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, and 

120 are social housing dwellings for households in the Together Home program. There will also be 

271 new homes built for key workers in regional and remote areas (not social and affordable 

housing). 

 

Over the last three Budgets (including 2022-23), the total number of new homes coming out of 

Budget announcements is 1,170 (note this excludes key worker housing and the $50 million 

Community Housing Innovation Fund announced in October 2021). 

 

Key announcements include: 

• $37 million has been committed towards delivering 120 new social housing properties for 

households in the Together Home program 

• $149.8 million has been committed towards delivering 200 new and 260 upgraded homes 

for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 

• $300 million has been committed towards maintenance and upgrades to more than 15,800 

social housing properties. 

 

Quick summary of housing package announcements 

 

The following is a short summary of housing-related funding commitments (not necessarily relating 

to social and affordable housing): 

• $37 million towards supporting the community housing sector to deliver 120 new social 

housing dwellings for households in the Together Home program 

• $149.8 million for 200 new and 260 upgraded homes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people, as well as 4,400 climate-resilience and energy saving upgrades aimed at 

reducing overcrowding and improving tenants’ lives 

• $300m million for maintenance and upgrades to more than 15,800 social housing properties 

• $174 million for 271 new homes for key workers in regional and remote areas 

• $67.2m to continue/expand the Strong Family, Strong Communities program (providing 

wraparound services to at-risk Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families and the 

Aboriginal Community Housing sector 

• $780.4 million towards a two-year trial of a shared equity scheme for up to 6,000 eligible 

single parents, older singles and first home buyers in key worker roles 



 

• $728.6 million to introduce an option for first home buyers purchasing a home priced up to 

$1.5million to pay an annual property tax instead of upfront stamp duty 

• $300 million for a third round of the Accelerated Infrastructure Fund, incl. $120m for 

regional areas 

• $89 million to reduce planning assessment timeframes to bring forward housing supply 

• $73.5 million to undertake strategic planning and rezoning in State-led precincts aimed at 

increasing capacity for new housing and employment 

• $33.8 million for Regional Housing Development Program aimed at overcoming data gaps 

and coordination & planning barriers to secure pipeline of housing supply in regional areas 

• $32 million to deliver planning and infrastructure upgrades to First Nations communities 

through the Roads to Home program (aimed at supporting access to essential services). 

 

Key takeaways for media engagement 

 

The NSW Government’s focus in this Budget is on first home-buyers and infrastructure while there 

are more than 50,000 families on low incomes struggling to keep a roof over their head.  

• While any new social and affordable housing supply is welcomed, 320 new homes falls well 

short of the state’s growing need. 
• There are over 50,000 households on the social waiting list in NSW, many of whom will wait 

up to ten years or more for social housing. These announcements will not shorten that 

queue. 

• The NSW Government has announced a range of initiatives geared towards prospective 

home-owners, but have forgotten the third of their population who are renters, many 

struggling to find safe, secure and affordable housing.  

• The social housing waitlist will only grow as interest rates drive up rental prices, the cost of 

living soars and the NSW floods put even more pressure on families.  

 

Building new homes for households in the Together Home program is a welcomed step, but more 

action is needed to tackle homelessness. 

• The Together Home program has housed nearly 800 people in two years, but 120 new 

homes in the Budget is not enough to break the cycle of homelessness in NSW. 

• Without significant investment in social and affordable housing supply, we will only be 

applying band-aid fixes to homelessness across NSW. 

 

A $300 million investment for repairs and upgrades to existing social housing properties is a positive 

step in the right direction towards addressing a severe backlog, but is not a solution to a supply crisis. 

• This much-needed investment means that tens of thousands of people will experience 

improvements to the quality of their home, which has flow-on benefits for tenant health and 

wellbeing. 



 

• While necessary, maintenance and upgrades will merely keep the lights on in existing homes 

without making any increase to housing supply. 

 

The $149.8 million investment in Aboriginal housing initiatives is welcomed but should be a mere 

start to delivering more affordable housing solutions for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples.  

• This investment is a positive start in addressing the Closing the Gap housing targets and 

improving housing outcomes for First Nations peoples.  

• The additional funding to deliver 200 new social housing properties is a positive start, but 

there are 6,092 households on the state’s social housing waitlist with at least one household 

member identifying as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander (2019-20).  

 

It is not just Sydney feeling the pinch of the housing crisis, rental prices have risen and vacancy rates 

have plummeted across regional NSW. 

• Initiatives like the Regional Housing Development Program and the Accelerated 

Infrastructure Fund offer will unlock land and infrastructure opportunities across regional 

NSW, but do not direct any focus towards increasing social and affordable housing supply 

where it’s needed most. 

• Vacancy rates in regional NSW were less than 1% as recently as March in NSW, yet there is 

little support in this Budget for renters across the regions. 

• The housing crisis in areas like the north coast has only been exacerbated by the flood 

emergency. A lack of proper investment in social and affordable housing across the region 

has exposed its communities to even more devastating consequences of natural disasters. 

2,625 families were on the social housing wait list in the Northern Rivers region alone while 

the private rental vacancy rate was at 0.7% while the floods hit. In reality, these figures 

could now become worse. 

 

NSW has the largest social housing waitlist and continues to fall behind other states. Some 

announcements from other State Budgets included: 

• Victoria pledged $801 million for housing assistance aimed at preventing and reducing 

homelessness. The state announced it would deliver 12,000 new social housing properties 

across four years in its 2020 Budget. 

• The South Australia Government announced a public housing improvement program in their 

2022 Budget which promised $177.5 million over 4 years for 400 new homes, as well as a 

maintenance blitz for 350 untenanted homes needing major works and 3,000 homes 

needing upgrades.  

• The Tasmanian Government’s recent State Budget has earmarked $1.5 billion for 10,000 

homes over the next decade. $538 million has been allocated to social and affordable 

housing and $36 million to specialist homelessness services. 

 



 

Community housing providers are ready to help address the housing vulnerability crisis but cannot do 

it alone. 

• Community housing providers are not-for-profit, meaning they can invest every dollar made 

back into the community, building more housing, supporting local jobs, and most 

importantly improving the lives of the families and individuals who live in the housing. 

• Community housing providers have built more than 5,300 homes and generated over $1.7 

billion of economic activity over the last decade. 

 

Headline talking points/quotes for media engagement 

 

This Budget has failed to deliver any significant investment in social and affordable housing. There 

will be 320 new social housing properties coming out of this Budget across the state, yet in *insert 

your region* alone, there are xx people on the social housing waitlist who are likely to wait xx years. 

 You can find these figures here. 

 

*insert organisation* is calling on the NSW Government to make a real and long-term commitment 

to invest in social housing. We are supporting our local community by delivering homes and 

improving the lives of our tenants, but we cannot do it alone.  

 

As a not-for-profit community housing provider, we can leverage every dollar of government 

investment towards providing safe, secure and affordable housing for people in our local community. 

 

While interest rates and rental prices rise and the cost of living soars, there is little support coming 

from this Budget for struggling renters in *insert town/region*. 

 

In *insert region*, the vacancy rate is at xx% and average rental prices are as high as $xx per week. 

Local workers, families, and people are no longer able to afford to live in their hometown, how does 

this Budget help them? 

You can find these figures for your region here. 

 

Contact 

Josh Appleton, Media and Communications Adviser (JoshA@communityhousing.org.au or 0439 833 

628).  

 

 

https://www.facs.nsw.gov.au/housing/help/applying-assistance/expected-waiting-times
https://sqmresearch.com.au/graph_vacancy.php?t=1
mailto:JoshA@communityhousing.org.au


 

 

 

 


